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April 9, 2025
Dear Members of the Appropriations Committee,

We are writing to you today on behalf of Connecticut’s Alliance Districts. As superintendents that
represent these communities, we are privileged to be charged with educating 44% of Connecticut’s
students. We are unique, diverse, and complex districts who serve talented and remarkable
students. We hope our advocacy is heard and acknowledged as we all work to position
Connecticut as a national leader in educational excellence.

Thank you for all you do for our State, schools, and students. We, representing 36 school districts,
over 410 schools, and over 220,000 students, write in strong support of SB1511. We were pleased
to receive the support of the Education Committee (41 Yea, 3 Nay).

Increasing the ECS formula foundation amount to $12,488 for FY 2026 and all future years would
provide the funding our districts require to meet the needs of our diverse student populations. By
increasing the economically disadvantaged student weight in the ECS formula from 30% to 40%
and increasing the concentrated poverty weight in the ECS formula from 15% to 20%, the state
would address the challenges that poverty plays in schools across the state.

Increasing the multilingual learner weight in the ECS formula from 25% to 35% and adding a 50%
weight for students with disabilities to the ECS formula will better reflect the true cost of educating
students requiring bilingual and special education services.

The bill would also require data collection and information sharing between agencies tasked with
addressing disadvantaged youth. All of these changes will position the state to address better the
needs of disengaged and disenfranchised youth in our communities.

Thank you for your time and support!

Respectfully,
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Mark Benigni oseph Macary

Co-Chair, CAPSS CT Co-Chair, CAPSS CT
Alliance Districts Committee Alliance Districts Committee
Meriden Public Schools Vernon Public Schools
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Co-Signatures:

Joseph DiBacco, Superintendent
Ansonia Public Schools

Kara Casimiro, Superintendent
Danbury Public Schools

Thomas Anderson, Superintendent
East Hartford Public Schools

Patrick Tudryn, Superintendent
East Windsor Public Schools

Susan Austin, Superintendent
Groton Public Schools

Leslie Torres-Rodriguez, Superintendent
Hartford Public Schools

Mathew Geary, Superintendent
Manchester Public Schools

Anthony Gasper, Superintendent
New Britain Public Schools

Cynthia Ritchie, Superintendent
New London Public Schools

Paul Brenton, Superintendent
Plainfield Public Schools

Tamu Lucero, Superintendent
Stamford Public Schools

Melinda Smith, Superintendent
Thompson Public Schools

Darren Schwartz, Superintendent
Waterbury Public Schools

Terrell Hill, Superintendent
Windsor Public Schools

Iris White, Superintendent
Bristol Public Schools

Mathew Conway, Superintendent
Derby Public Schools

Erica Forti, Superintendent
East Haven Public Schools

Steve Moccio, Superintendent
Enfield Public Schools

Gary Highsmith, Superintendent
Hamden Public Schools

Susan Nash-Ditzel, Superintendent
Killingly Public Schools

Christopher Montini, Superintendent
Naugatuck Public Schools

Madeline Negron, Superintendent
New Haven Public Schools

Susan Lessard, Superintendent
Norwich Public Schools

Steve Rioux, Superintendent
Putnam Public Schools

Heather Borges, Superintendent
Stratford Public Schools

Michael Wilson, Superintendent
Torrington Public Schools

Neil Cavallaro, Superintendent
West Haven Public Schools

Frances Rabinowitz, Executive Director
CAPSS
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